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In re: ) Chapter11

FV SteelandWire Company,et al.,’ CaseNo. 04-22421 - SVK

(JointlyAdministered) 5
Debtors. )

)

NOTICE OF (A) COMMENCEMENT OF CHAPTER 11
BANKRUPTCY CASES AND (B’~MEETING OF CREDITORS

A. COMMENCEMENT OF CASES

On February 26, 2004 (the“Petition Date”), eachof the debtorsanddebtorsin possessionin the above-
captionedchapter11 cases(collectively, the “Debtors”) filed voluntarypetitions for relief underchapter11 of title
11 of the United StatesCode, 11 U.S.C. §~101 through 1330 (the “BankruptcyCode”) in the United States
BankruptcyCourt for the EasternDistrict of Wisconsin, 517 B. WisconsinAve., Milwaukee, WI 53202 (the
“BankruptcyCourt”). Ordersfor relief havebeenenteredin eachcase(collectively, the “Chapter11 Cases”).Each
Debtor, with its respectivecasenumberandfederaltaxidentificationnumber,is.asfollnws:
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FV SteelandWire Company 04-22421-SVK 39-0784626
KeystoneConsolidatedIndustries,Inc. 04-22422-SVK 37-0364250
DeSotoEnvironmentalManagement,Inc. 04-22423-SVK 36-3973226
J.L. PrescottCompany 04-22424-SVK 22-1208340
ShermanWireCompany 04-22425-SVK 36-1899490
ShermanWire ofCaldwell,Inc. 04-22426-SVK 75-2195768

DOCUMENTSFILED IN THESECASES. You will not receivenoticeof all documentsfiled in theseChapter11
Cases.All documentsare available(i) for inspectionat the Office of the Clerk of the U.S. BankruptcyCourt, U.S.
Courthouse,517 E. WisconsinAvenue,Room 126, Milwaukee,WI 53202,Phone: (414) 297-3291(“the Clerk’s
Office”); and (ii) on the Debtors’ privatewebsitemaintainedby KurtzmanCarsonConsultantsLLC (“KCC”) at
http://www.kccllc.net/keystone(the “Debtors’ Private Website”), phone: 866-381-9100. The Debtors’ Private
Websiteshall containinformation,deadlinesin theseChapter11 Casesandcertainotherdocumentsrelatingto these
Chapter11 Cases.NOTE: The staffof the Clerk’s Office, the Debtors.KCC andanyof theDebtors’ professionals
areprohibitedby law from civinelegaladvice.

PURPOSEOF CHAPTER 11 FILING. Chapter11 of theBankruptcyCodeenablesa debtorto operatewhile in
bankruptcyandto reorganizepursuantto a plan. A plan is not effectiveunlessapprovedby abankruptcycourtat a
confirmationhearing. Creditorswill be given notice concerninganyplan or notice in the eventtheseChapter II
Casesaredismissedorconvertedto anotherchapterof theBankruptcyCode. EachDebtorwill remainin possession
of its propertyandwill continueto operateits businessunlessatrusteeis appoint-ed.

CREDITORS MAY NOT TAKE CERTA17’~1ACT-IONS. A creditoris anyoneto whoma debtorowesmoneyor
property. Underthe BankruptcyCode, the Debtorsare grantedcertainprotectionagainstcreditorsholding claimsor
equity interestswhich aroseprior to thePetition Date. Commonexamplesof prohibitedactionsby creditorswhose
claimsaroseprior to the PetitionDatearecontactingadebtorto demandrepayment,takingaetionagainstaslebtntro
collect money owedto creditors or to takepropertyof a debtorandstarting or continuingforeclosureactionsor

The Debtors are the following entities:FV Steel andWire Company,KeystoneConsolidatedIndustries,Inc.,
DeSotoEnvironmentalManagement,Inc., J.L. PrescottCompany,ShermanWire Companyf/k/a DeSoto,Inc.
andShermanWire of CaIdwell, Inc.
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repossessioñs.If unauthorizedactionsaretakenby a creditoragainst-a Debtor, the BankruptcyCourt maypenalize
that creditor A creditorconsideringtakingactionagainstaDebtoror theDebtors propertyshould review section
362 of theBankruptcyCodeandmaywish to seeklegaladvice

DISCHARGE OF DEBTS. Confirmation of a plan mayresult in a dischargeof the Debtors’ debts, which may
include all or part of acreditor’s claim. ~ Section1141(d)of the BankruptcyCode. A dischargemeansthatyou
maynevertry to collectthedebtfrom anyof theDebtors,exceptasprovidedin theplan.

CASE MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.On February27, 2004,the BankruptcyCourt
entered an Order Establishing Certain Notice, Case Managementand Administrative Procedures(the “Case
ManagementOrder”). The CaseManagementOrderand accompanyingcasemanagementproceduresdescribe
notice, service and other related proceduresthat apply in theseChapter11 Cases. All partieswho desireto
participatein theseChapterIl Casesmustfollow theproceduressetforth in the CaseManagementOrder. A copy
of the Case ManagementOrder may be obtained (a) by accessing the Debtors’ Private Website at
http://www.kcclle.net/keystone;(b) by contactingKCC at the addressandphonenumberlisted herein;or (c) by
contactingthe Clerk’s Office.

DEBTORS’ SCHEDULES. The Debtors Schedulesof Assetsand Liabilities will be a~~ailablefor examination
during regular business hours at the Clerk’s Office or on the Debtors’ Private Website,
http://www.keelle.net/keystoneafterApril 26, 2004.

B. MEETING OF CREDITORS

DATE. TIME AND LOCATION OF MEETING OF CREDITORS. Pursuantto section 341 of the Bankruptcy
Code, theUnited StatesTrusteefor the EasternDistrict of WisconsinhassetMay 10, 2004 at 11:00 a.m.,Room
428 of the Federal Courthouse, 517 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53202 as the date, time and
locationfor themeeting of creditors (the “341 Meeting”).

MEETING OF CREDITORS. TheDebtors’ representative,as specifiedin Rule 9001(5) of the FederalRulesof
BankruptcyProcedure(the “BankruptcyRules”),is requiredto appearat the341 Meetingfor thepurposeof being
examinedunder oath. Attendanceby creditors at the 341 Meeting is welcomedbut not required. At the 341
Meeting, the creditorsmayexaminethe Debtors’ representativeandtransactsuchother businessas may properly
comebeforethe 341 Meeting. The 341 Meetingmaybe continuedor adjournedfrom time to time by noticeat the
341 Meetingbut withoutfurtherwritten noticeto thecreditors.

NAME. ADDRESS AND TELEPHONENUMBER OF U.S. TRUSTEE. David W. Asbaeh, AssistantUnited
StatesTrustee,517 EastWisconsinAvenue,Milwaukee,WI 53202,Telephone:(414) 297-4499,Facsimile:(414)
297-4478.

Dated:April 16, 2004 Respectfullysubmitted,
Milwaukee,Wisconsin

KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP WHYTE HIRSCHBOECKDUDEK S.C.

David L. Eaton BruceG. Arnold
AnneM. Huber Daryl L. Diesing
RyanS. Nadiek PatrickB. Howell
TasneemK. Goodman 555 EWells Street,Suite 1900
200 EastRandolphDrive Milwaukee,WI 53202-3819
Chicago,Illinois 60601-6636

Co-Counselfor theDebtorsandDebtorsin Possession
DirectInquiriesto:
Matt Mendia
KurtzmanCarsonConsultantsLLC
12910CulverBlvd., SuiteI
Los Angeles,CA 90066
(866)381-9100
E-mail: keystonewebinfo~keelle.eom


